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To our Year 6 Parents

Walk your child home from
school one last time this week.
Even if they don’t want you to.
Laugh about the sticks they
used to collect or the paintings
they so carefully carried.
Reminisce about their sports
days and how funny they were
in their nativity.

Tell them how proud you are of
them and how you are excited
to see them grow.

Remember how little their hand
was when you held it on their
first day of reception.

Hold that hand again as you
walk with them one last time.
You’ve done a great job!

A Heartfelt Thank You to
Our Wonderful Staff

As we come to the end of another
successful school year, we would
like to take this opportunity to
recognise and thank four very
special members of our St
Richard's family.

Mrs Jukes has served our school
with unwavering dedication as Co-
Head Teacher. Her commitment to
our children, families and staff has
been exceptional she has worked
tirelessly to ensure that every
child receives the very best
education and care. Her calm
leadership, wisdom and genuine
compassion have helped shape
the positive environment that
makes St Richard's such a special
place. We are incredibly grateful
for everything she has done for
our school community.

We would also like to congratulate
Mrs Wellington, whose short
time with us teaching Year 1 at St
Richard's has been a tremendous
success. Through her enthusiasm,
high expectations and
commitment to every child, she
has helped her class achieve
excellent outcomes and make
fantastic progress throughout the
year. We are delighted with all
that has been accomplished and
look forward to seeing her
continue to inspire our children in
the years ahead.

This term we also say a fond
farewell to Mrs Robinson, who
retires after more than 25 years of
dedicated service. During her time
at St Richard's she has become a
familiar and much-loved face to
generations of children and
families. There are very few
members of our community
whose lives she has not touched in
some way. Her kindness, care,
loyalty and commitment have left
a lasting legacy, and although she

will be greatly missed, we wish her
every happiness and good health
in her well-earned retirement.

Finally, we thank Mrs Gavin, who
leaves us after 15 years of
dedicated service. Throughout her
time at St Richard's she has
worked incredibly hard, always
placing the needs of our children
at the heart of everything she
does. Her professionalism,
warmth and dedication have been
greatly appreciated by colleagues,
pupils and families alike. We thank
her for the difference she has
made and wish her every success
and happiness in the future.

On behalf of the Governors, staff,
children and families of St
Richard's Catholic Primary School,
we offer our sincere thanks to
each of these remarkable
members of staff. Your dedication,
commitment and care have
helped shape our school and
enriched the lives of so many
children.

May God bless you all as you begin
your next chapter.
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A New Start to the School Day
from September

From the very first day back in
September, we will be introducing
a new morning arrival routine
designed to give every child the
best possible start to their day.

Children should continue to enter
the school site through the
bottom blue gates as they do
currently. Pictured here.

However, rather than going onto
the playground, they will walk
through the second blue gates and
go straight into their classrooms,
where staff will be ready to
welcome them. These gates are
pictured here.

Year R children will go straight into
their class as they normally do
whilst the rest of the school will go
through the right hand door into
the school.

This new arrangement has several
important benefits. During wet or
windy weather, it will prevent
children from standing outside on
the playground and arriving in
class cold or damp. It can take
time to walk down the steps and
into classes when there is a
sudden burst of rain so that issue
will also be reduced as a potential
problem. Instead, children will be
able to settle into a warm, calm
classroom environment from the
moment they arrive.

Teachers will have a range of quiet
activities prepared each morning
to help children ease into the
school day. These activities are
designed to provide a calm and
purposeful start, allowing children
to settle, socialise with friends and
prepare themselves for learning
before lessons begin.

We are also pleased to be
expanding our morning breakfast
provision. Additional food will be
available in classrooms so that any
child who needs it can enjoy
something to eat before learning
begins. We know that a good
breakfast plays an important role
in helping children concentrate,
engage in lessons and achieve
their very best.

We are excited to introduce this
new routine and believe it will
create a calmer, more positive
start to every school day for all of
our pupils.

This new morning arrangement
will begin on the first day that
children return to school in
September. We thank you for your
continued support and look
forward to welcoming everyone
back for another successful school
year.

Summer Reading Challenge
2026

The Summer Reading Challenge
returns to Kent Libraries from 5th
July to 6th September. This year’s
theme is Read to the Beat,
celebrating music, rhythm and the
joy of reading.

Children aged 4-11 can take part
for free by borrowing books from
their local library and collecting
rewards as they read over the
summer. There is no set reading
list, so children can enjoy books,
comics, audiobooks, e-books,
poetry or non-fiction.

Children can earn a bookmark
after 2 books, a keyring after 4
books, and a certificate and medal
after 6 books.

We would love to see as many of
our pupils as possible taking part
and continuing their reading
journey over the holidays.

For more information,

visit kent.gov.uk/summerreading
challenge.

READ: BEAT

Summer Reading Challenge 2026

ST. RICHARD’S NEWSLETTER — TERM 6 JULY 2026



Summer Science Selfie
Competition!

Get ready to become a Summer
Science Superstar!

During the summer holidays take a
selfie while completing a fun
science investigation or exploring
the world around you.

Your science adventure could
include:

e Investigating living things
— exploring plants or
animals

e Classifying / grouping
materials you find at
home, in the garden or on
a walk.

e (Carrying out your own
simple science
investigation.

Be creative, stay safe and be
curious!

How to enter:

Take a photo that includes you
completing the science activity, on
a digital camera, mobile phone or
tablet and email

to Science.Photos@st-richards-
dover.kcsp.org.uk by the 11th
September 2026. Science
photographs will then be
displayed in the hall and prizes
awarded for winning entries.

| can’t wait to see your amazing
science adventures!

New School App

This term we have been rolling out
our new school app — Arbor.
Emails have been sent with links
for registration and we are
pleased that most families have
now completed this.

This is our new way of
communicating with families and
as we know things can change last

minute, please make sure you
take the time to set this up if you
haven’t already.

When we return to School in
September we will no longer be
using ParentPay and will be using
Arbor for all of our bookings and
payments. This will be rolled out
in the first few weeks back and we
will send more communications in
the New Year.

If you need any help with this,
please see Mrs Gillard in the
office.

A news article from Kent
Police.

As the summer holiday
approaches, Kent Police would be
grateful for your assistance with a
current concern over children
using catapults, possibly in
response to social media. There
has been an increase in the
number of reports received
relating to animals and wildlife
being targeted, injured or
damaged by objects fired from
catapults.

While carrying a catapult is not a
criminal offence, its use may lead
to criminal liability depending on
the circumstances, for example
under:

o Section 1 of the
Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981
(intentionally killing or
injuring any wild bird);

o Section 4 of the Animal
Welfare Act 2006
(causing an animal to
suffer);

o Section 1 of the Wild

Mammals (Protection)
Act 1996 (causing

unnecessary suffering
to any wild mammal);

J Section 1 of the
Prevention of Crime
Act 1953 (unlawfully
having any offensive
weapon in a public
place, meaning any
article made or
adapted for use for
causing injury to a
person, or intended to
do so); and

o Section 1 of the
Criminal Damage Act
1971 (intentionally or
recklessly damaging

property)

Kent Police would like the
following advice to be passed on
to parents.

1. Dissuade your children from
leaving home with a catapult.

2. Explain to your children that
using a catapult to cause damage
or harm is a criminal offence.

3. If you wish to dispose of a
catapult, contact your local beat
officer who will be able to assist
(details can be found

at www.kent.police.uk).

Price Increases

We have received confirmation
from Chartwells that School meal
prices are increasing from
September.

School dinners will now be £3.15
per day and will be bookable on
the new Arbor system from next
year.

After School Club fees are also
increasing from September by
£1.00.

Prices for the new school year as
follows:

e 3.15-4.00 £4.50
e 3.15-4.15£6.25
e 3.15-5.00 £8.00
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Please remember that you must
pre-book After School Club so we
know how many children are
attending. We need to ensure we
have the correct provisions for the
number attending.

Breakfast Club

We will now be splitting our
Breakfast Club into 2 bookable
options.
e 08.00-08.15: is
chargeable at £1.75
e (08.15-08.45: is free for
all children.

Please make sure you book both
options if your child is using the
club from 08.00 — 08.45.

This will be bookable on Arbor in
the New Year.

Summer Uniform

When we return to school in
September, we are hoping we will
still be enjoying some lovely
weather. Therefore, the children
can return to school in September
wearing their summer uniform.

A reminder that our summer
uniform is a red polo shirt to be
worn with either shorts or
trousers for the boys, and the
usual school kilt for the girls. T-
shirts can be purchased from
Channel Uniforms, our preloved
uniform from School or the
children can wear a plain red-
collared t-shirt.

Recently we have noticed lots of
jewellery and branded t-shirts.
The only earrings we allow are ear
studs. Our School Uniform is a
smart one and our children are
encouraged to take pride in their
appearance.

All items of clothing, footwear and
personal property MUST be clearly
marked with the child’s full name.

Children should not come to
school in make-up, nail varnish or
jewellery. For safety reasons we
ask that ALL children with longer
hair wear it tied back at all times,
ear studs must be removed on PE
days.

If you need any help please come

and see us in the office.

Please remember to adhere to the
uniform guidance on our website.

https://www.st-
richards.kent.sch.uk/Uniform/

Free Kellogg's breakfasts in

all Morrisons Cafes

We have been asked to share this
with you by KCC.

Between 29th June and 6th
September 2026, families can
access free Kellogg's breakfasts in
all Morrisons Cafes. This is
available to both children and
adults, who can choose from
much-loved favourites Corn Flakes
or Rice Krispies, topped with their
choice of dairy or non-dairy milk
and a free apple or banana.

In addition to the Kellogg’s
Breakfast offer, Morrisons ‘Kids
Eat Free’ offer will continue to run
in all its Cafés, allowing families to
enjoy a free meal and drink for

one child aged 16 or under when
they purchase an adult main meal
costing over £5 from The
Breakfasts and The Classics menu.

Attendance Reminder

This is just to remind you about
the important changes made by
the Government around
attendance penalties, and the
expectations of schools to act in
this area. The most significant
changes include:

1. Requesting schools to enforce
per child penalty notices.
Therefore, 3 siblings on an
unauthorised holiday or absence
will result in separate fines for
each child.

2. Fines being applied for
unauthorised absences of less
than 5 days.

3. An increase in the standard fine
from £60 to £160. This reduces to
£80 if paid within 21 days.

4. For people who have been fined
before this will be classed as a
second offence and the fine will
be £160 per parent per child; it
will not reduce if paid on time, the
full tariff applies.

5. A third offence will go straight
to a magistrate’s court where a
fine of up to £2500 could apply
per child. Importantly, this offence
will appear on a parent’s DBS
certificates under the category of,
‘Failure to Safeguard a Child’s
Education.’ This of course could
have an impact on future
employment prospects.

6. Fines for 10 days of absence
within a 10-week period.

It is important to note that the
school does not receive the
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money from fines issued. It always
remains our policy to work
positively with parents to avoid
fines wherever possible.

Ultimately, if you go on holiday
during term time then you will be
fined. Please avoid those fines
and go on holiday during the
school holidays.

Give Mrs Gillard A Wave

Mrs Gillard is training for a half
marathon in London later in the
year, and sees quite a few of our
families while she is out and about
running.

If you see her over the summer
training, give her a wave. Itis a

well needed little boost!

Class teaching structure

Year R - Mrs Collins with Mrs
Archibald and Mrs Vinoth

Year 1- Mrs Ayling & Mrs
Quansah-Brown with Mrs Good
and Miss Holder

Year 2- Miss Dobbins with Mrs
Hussey-King, Mrs Williams and
Mrs Letchford

Year 3 - Mrs Ciantar with Mrs
Jacobson and Mrs Reidy

Year 4 - Mr Kinnear with Mrs
Lydon (part time) and Ms R

Year 5 - Miss Ward (Deputy Head)
with Mrs Graham

Year 6 - Miss Maddison with Mrs
Lydon (part time) and Mrs Spencer

Term dates for next school
year —2026/2027

Term1
Weds 2" Sept- Thurs 22" Oct

Term 2
Mon 2™ Nov — Fri 18" Dec

Term 3
Mon 4t jan — Fri 12" Feb

Term 4
Tues 23™ Feb — Thurs 25 March

Term 5
Mon 12 Apr- Thurs 27" May

Term 6
Mon 7" June — Tues 20" July

Please note that School is closed
on the following staff
development days:

Tuesday 1°t September
Friday 23" October
Monday 22" February
Friday 28" May
Wednesday 21 July

These dates are available all year
round on our website
https://www.st-
richards.kent.sch.uk/Our-term-

dates/

End of Year Prayer

Loving Father,

As another school year comes to
an end, we pause to thank You for
every blessing You have given us.

Thank You for the lessons we have
learned, the challenges we have
overcome, the friendships we
have built and the moments of joy
we have shared together. Thank
You for our teachers, support

staff, governors, parents and
families who have guided,
encouraged and cared for us
throughout the year.

Today we pray especially for our
Year 6 children.

As they prepare to leave St
Richard's and begin their journey
to secondary school, fill them with
courage, confidence and hope.
Help them to remember the
values they have learned here; to
be kind, respectful, honest and
compassionate. May they always
know that they are loved by you
and that you walk beside them
wherever life leads. Bless the
friendships they have made and
the memories they will carry with
them always.

We also pray for every child and
family in our school community as
the summer holidays begin. Keep
us safe in our travels, protect us in
our homes and fill our days with
laughter, rest and opportunities to
spend precious time with those
we love. Help us to notice the
beauty of your creation and to
thank you for the many gifts you
have given us.

As we look ahead to September,
help us return with renewed
energy, ready to learn, to grow
and to continue building a school
where everyone feels welcomed,
valued and loved.

May Mary, our Blessed Mother,
watch over our school family and
may St Richard guide and protect
us in all that we do.

We ask this through Christ our
Lord.

Amen.
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